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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice to the Public on Chargeability of Value Added Tax in the Course

of Supplying International Transport Services Pursuant to Section 11
of the Tax Administration Act, Cap 438

Dar es Salaam, 6 August, 2026:
This Public Notice concerns the chargeability of Value Added Tax on supply of international

transport services, as defined under the Value Added Tax Act, Cap. 148 and is hereby issued as
a tax ruling pursuant to section 11 of the Tax Administration Act, Cap. 438.

The following supplies of services shall be charged value added tax at zero rate as required by

section 61 of the Value Added Tax Act, Cap. 148:
(a) Supply of international transport services effected by duly authorized service providers;

(b) Supply of insuring goods under the international transport services, provided the said
services are effected by duly authorized insurance service providers;

(c) Supply of services of repairing, maintaining, cleaning, renovating, modifying or treating
aircraft or ship engaged in international transport services;

(d) Supply of services to a non-resident who is not a registered person of services that
consist of handling, pilotage, salvage or towage of a ship or aircraft engaged in the
provision of international transport services or provided in connection with operation or

management of such ship or aircraft;

(e) Supply of ancillary transport services of goods in transit through Mainland Tanzania in
circumstances where the services:

(i) form integral part of the supply of an international transport service, and for this
purpose the integral services shall be the clearing and forwarding services
performed by a duly licensed customs agent or authorized transport agent duly
licensed by Customs to handle transit goods; and

(if) with respect to goods, apply only on goods stored at the Port, airport or licensed

customs warehouse for a period of thirty (30) days or such further period as may
be extended by the Commissioner of Customs, which shall not exceed a period

of twenty one (21) days.

(f) Supply of transportation and incidental services through international pipeline. @
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Further to the above: -
1.

This ruling directs that the transportation service rendered by Subcontractor and Lead
Transporter in the course of transporting goods across the borders of the United Republic
shall be treated as provision of international transport service, and therefore shall be zero
rated in accordance with Section 61(3) of the Value Added Tax Act. Therefore,
notwithstanding other provisions of the law that are relevant in determining the eligibility of

claiming tax refunds, such supplies which are hereby zero rated, shall form the basis of refund
claims.

2. For a taxable person to benefit from the provisions of this ruling, he must possess all relevant

evidences to justify that he transported the goods across the United Republic. For lead
transporters, such evidences are not limited to a fiscal receipt issued to the customer, proof of
receipt of payments, TANSAD, bill of lading, invoice, packing list, and transit fravel records.
For Subcontractors, they must issue fiscal receipts to the lead transporter or CFAs and
maintain customs documentation specific to either transit or export transit cargo, including
licenses like C28, C40, release orders, movement sheets, and cargo manifests.

. This ruling shall apply prospectively from the date of its issuance.

. This ruling shall be binding provided the Subcontractor maintains full tax compliance, including

timely filing of tax returns, prompt payment of due taxes, and refraining from any fictitious or
sham transactions intended to unjustly inflate input tax claims or reported purchases.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that any subsequent change in that law shall accordingly vary this
Public Notice.

Issued on this day the 6th of August 2026.

“Together We Build Our Nation”

Yusuph Juma Mwenda
Commissioner General




